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“Accordingly, a regime can be regarded as democratic
when it allows for the free formulation of political
preferences,

through the use of basic freedoms of association, informa-
tion and communication,

for the purpose of free competition between leaders
to validate at regular intervals

by nonviolent means their claim to rule...”
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Richard Gunther, Nikiforos Diamandouros, and
Hans-Jurgen Puhle

“O’Donnell’s ‘Illusions’: A Rejoinder.” Journal of
Democracy

Johns Hopkins University Press Volume 7,
Number 4, October 1996, pp. 151-159.
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