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A merchant had a bird which he
kept in a cage. He was going to India,
the land from where the bird came.
He asked the bird whether it would
like him to bring anything back for it.
Instead, the bird asked for its freedom
but was flatly refused. Then it asked
the merchant to visit a jungle in India
and inform the wild birds there what
had happened to it.

The merchant did so. No sooner had he told them about the
bird’s plight and how he kept it in a cage than a wild bird, just like
his own at home, fell out of a tree and landed on the ground near
his feet. The merchant thought that the bird must be a relative of his
bird and the shocking news he brought must have caused its death.

When he got home, the bird asked him whether he had brought
good news from India. “No,” replied the merchant, “I fear that my
news is bad. One of your relatives collapsed and fell at my feet when
| mentioned your captivity.”

As soon as these words were spoken, the merchant’s bird
collapsed and fell to the bottom of the cage. “The news of its
relative’s death has killed it too,” thought the merchant. Sorrowfully,
he picked up the bird and put it on the windowsill. At once, the bird
got up and flew to a nearby tree.

“Now you know,” the bird said, “that what you thought was
disaster was in fact good news for me. The message you brought
back was actually telling me how to free myself.” With these words,
the bird flew away in the direction of its home. The clever bird won

its freedom at last.
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nnuImiVALaIniAIRauNanAeY (I8 1 ATILUL)

1 What does ‘plight’ in the second paragraph refer to?
(1) the bird wanting to get freedom
(2) the bird being injured
(8) the bird being in captivity
(4) the bird being ill-treated by its owner

N
-
0

e wild bird was teaching the merchant’s bird how to
welcome bad news
gain its freedom
play dead
behave sorrowfully

AN N N N
A OWON =
N— N N

3 What did the merchant’s bird do after hearing the message?
(1) It pretended to be dead.
(2) It flew to a nearby tree.
(3) It lay still on the windowsill.
(4) It told the merchant the truth.
4 Why do you think the merchant looked shocked in the picture?
(1) He wanted to follow the bird to India.
(2) He could not utter a word.
(3) He did not expect the bird to have played dead.
(4) He did not know that the bird could fly so high.
5 Where did the bird go after leaving the merchant?
(1) It flew to the nearest jungle.
(2) It flew to its home in a nearby tree.
(3) It flew in the direction of its owner’s house.
(4) It flew to India, which was its homeland.

flatly refuse (v) : Yjiasatwidous lnslivanunwa
| invited him to join us for the class barbecue but he flatly refused.

sorrowfully (adv) : #an, w@uuey, (duls
He answered sorrowfully that he was the cause of the misunderstanding
among his siblings.
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Steve, a taxi driver, was driving back to town. He had just driven
a tourist to Suvarnabhumi Airport. On his way, he stopped at a fast
food restaurant for a snack. Ten minutes later, he was enjoying his
hamburger under a shady tree in the park. Suddenly, he noticed a
shabby-looking young man with long untidy hair. He was following
an old couple who were taking a leisurely stroll in the park.

The young man aroused Steve’s suspicion and he decided to
keep an eye on the elderly couple. Then all of a sudden, the young
man snatched the old lady’s handbag and fled. The old lady shouted
for help. Steve immediately threw away his unfinished hamburger
and chased after the man.

The thief ran very fast. Steve knew that he could not catch up
with him on foot. He decided to pursue the thief in his taxi. The
thief dashed across the road, ignoring the traffic. He was almost
knocked down by a car.

Then he ran into a crowd and Steve lost sight of him. However,
Steve refused to give up. After searching for about ten minutes, Steve
spotted the young thief at a bus stop. Quickly, he parked his taxi
by the roadside and dashed towards the thief from behind. When
the thief was within reach, he pounced on him. The thief put up a
violent struggle and Steve was stabbed in the right arm. Although
he was injured, he managed to subdue the thief. Just then, the old
couple arrived in a patrol car. The policemen quickly caught hold of
the thief and handcuffed him.
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1 What made Steve suspicious of the young man? (1 AZLLUY)

2 What weapon did the thief have? Which word in the passage tells
you the answer? (2 AZLU)

3  GwvaneuwmamanisalUillae@eu 1 - 5 avlugosieiidvuald (1 Azwww)
Steve chased after the thief in his taxi.

The man snatched the old lady’s handbag and ran away.
The police arrested the man.
Steve caught the man.

Steve saw a suspicious-looking man following an old
couple in the park.

4 soummusnlUll laslddayanndaanudrodu (4 ATLUL)

What did Steve buy from the fast

food restaurant?

How much cash did the old lady

have in her handbag?

When did Steve lose sight of the
thief?

What time was it when the incident

happened?

...............................................
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5 Do you think Steve was a brave man? Support your answer with

information from the passage. 2 ALY

keep an eye on something or somebody (idm) : téuay, Lﬁ‘]@
The assistant teacher was told to keep an eye on the toddlers while they

were playing on the mat.

subdue (v) : U5y, 121U

The police subdued the protesters by firing tear gas and warning shots.
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