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HIGH-VALUE WILDLIFE TOURISM:
Management under the Dynamics of Sustainability

High-Value Wildlife Tourism: Management under the Dynamics of Sustainability reflects
an approach to wildlife tourism that seeks to create greater ecological, social, educational, and
economic value without increasing pressure on wildlife and natural habitats.

The subtitle, “Management under the Dynamics of Sustainability,” emphasizes that
sustainability is not a fixed condition. Wildlife tourism operates within changing ecological, social,
economic, and institutional contexts. Wildlife movements, seasonal conditions, visitor behavior,
community expectations, tourism market trends, and management capacity may all change over
time. Effective wildlife tourism management must therefore be adaptive, evidence-based, and
responsive to these changing conditions. It must continuously seek an appropriate balance among
conservation priorities, high-quality visitor experiences, local community benefits, and the long-

term resilience of protected landscapes.

Over recent decades, nature-based tour-
ism has continued to expand and has become an
important sector of the global tourism industry.
It encompasses travel undertaken to experience,
explore, and learn from natural resources, including
landscapes, ecosystems, and biodiversity. The
value of nature-based tourism lies in the natural
qualities of a destination, which provide opportu-
nities for recreation, environmental learning, and
a deeper appreciation of ecological systems.

Within this broader context, wildlife
tourism refers to travel experiences that enable
visitors to observe or learn about wildlife in natural
habitats. Its distinctive feature lies in encounters
with wildlife within authentic ecological settings,
rather than in controlled or exhibition-based
environments. Wildlife tourism can provide mean-

ingful learning experiences and enhance visitor
satisfaction; however, the success of wildlife
tourism depends on wildlife conservation, habitat
management, protected-area governance, and the
livelihoods of communities living near natural areas.

When appropriately designed and man-
aged, wildlife tourism can create shared value
among visitors, local communities, protected
areas, and ecosystems. It can generate income
and employment, strengthen public awareness
of conservation, and provide financial support
for habitat protection and wildlife management.
However, wildlife tourism can produce negative
effects when poorly managed. Unregulated access,
inappropriate visitor behavior, excessive crowding,
disturbance from vehicles, noise, light, or photog-
raphy, and weak enforcement can alter wildlife
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behavior, degrade habitat quality, and undermine
conservation objectives. Wildlife tourism should
therefore not be viewed merely as a recreational
or commercial tourism activity, but as a form of
resource use that requires careful planning, ethical
practice, and long-term responsibility.

The growing interest in environmental
sustainability, responsible travel, environmental
learning, and authentic experiences has further
increased the relevance of wildlife tourism world-
wide. Visitors increasingly seek opportunities to
engage with nature in ways that are meaningful,
safe, and environmentally responsible. This trend
has encouraged many destinations to move beyond
conventional wildlife viewing towards approaches
that emphasize interpretation, visitor learning,
conservation outcomes, and locally shared benefits.

Thailand has considerable potential to
develop wildlife tourism due to its rich biodiversity,
extensive protected-area network, diverse forest
landscapes, and communities with long-standing
relationships with natural resources. The country
has more than 400 protected areas under the aus-
pices of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife
and Plant Conservation, including national parks,
forest parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and non-hunting
areas. Together, these areas provide an important
ecological foundation for biodiversity conservation,
environmental education, and responsibly managed
tourism.

Wildlife-related tourism activities already
occur in many parts of Thailand. Examples include
wildlife viewing in Khao Yai National Park, ele-
phant observation in Kui Buri National Park, gaur
watching in Khao Phaeng Ma Non-Hunting Area,
birdwatching in wetland and forest landscapes,
and nature interpretation activities in protected

areas and their buffer zones. These examples
demonstrate the country’s strong potential to
become a distinctive wildlife tourism destination.
Nevertheless, wildlife tourism in Thailand remains
uneven in its development. In many areas, experi-
ences are still largely dependent on opportunistic
wildlife encounters. Although tourists may have op-
portunities to observe wildlife, they do not always
receive adequate interpretation or guidance to
understand ecological processes, species behavior,
conservation challenges, or their responsibilities as
visitors. In addition, management systems vary
substantially among sites, particularly in relation
to activity standards, guide competencies, visitor
control, environmental interpretation, community
participation, and benefit-sharing mechanisms.

The key challenge for Thailand is therefore
not simply making wildlife resources available,
but the need for management systems that can
balance ecological integrity, visitor experience
quality, and local economic benefits. Wildlife
tourism must move beyond a narrow focus on
visitor volume or short-term revenue towards
approaches that give greater importance to con-
servation, learning, safety, ethical conduct, and fair
distribution of benefits. This need is reflected in
the concept of high-value wildlife tourism. In this
book, high-value wildlife tourism does not refer
only to high prices, luxury services, or exclusive
visitor markets. Rather, it refers to a management
approach that seeks to enhance the overall value
created by wildlife tourism while minimizing neg-
ative impacts on wildlife and habitats. Such value
includes meaningful visitor experiences, deeper
learning, improved safety, stronger conservation
outcomes, transparent financial contributions
to protected-area management, and equitable
opportunities for local communities.
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High-value wildlife tourism therefore requires
more than the development of individual activities.
|t depends on an integrated approach that considers
wildlife habitats, landscape conditions, visitor
access, activity design, guide and operator capacity,
governance arrangements, conservation finance,
monitoring, and community participation. The
success of such an approach depends on the ability
of public agencies, local communities, tourism
operators, academics, and civil society to work to-
gether within a shared framework of responsibility.

This book, High-Value Wildlife Tourism:
Management under the Dynamics of Sustain-
ability, has been developed to explain wildlife
tourism from a theoretical perspective, but also
to provide practical guidance for protected-area
managers, policymakers, academics, tourism oper-
ators, community leaders, and other stakeholders
involved in the management of wildlife, habitats,
and natural resources. The book presents wildlife
tourism as an activity founded on the coexistence
between people and nature. |t emphasizes that
tourism can become a constructive instrument
for conservation only when ecological limits are
respected, visitor experiences are thoughtfully
designed, local communities are meaningfully
involved, and benefits are shared fairly. The aim
is not simply to promote wildlife tourism, but to
encourage forms of tourism that contribute to the
long-term protection of wildlife and habitats while
strengthening the social and economic resilience
of local communities.

The six chapters of this book are organized
into three main parts. The first part introduces the

principles, components, and transition of wildlife
tourism towards a high-value approach, together
with the governance and sustainability frameworks
that support its development. The second part
focuses on practical management, including
wildlife habitat management, spatial assess-
ment, activity standards, operator readiness, and
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impact control. The final part draws lessons from
international wildlife tourism management and
presents policy directions for advancing high-value
wildlife tourism in Thailand. Ultimately, this book
seeks to contribute to a future in which wildlife
tourism is recognized not only as an economic
opportunity, but also as a responsibility for all

stakeholders. Through appropriate planning,
effective governance, and continuous learning,
wildlife tourism can support conservation,
strengthen local livelihoods, enrich visitor
understanding, and contribute to the long-term
sustainability of Thailand's protected landscapes
and society.
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1.1.1
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HUMAN-WILDLIFE
RELATIONS AND

THE EMERGENCE OF
WILDLIFE TOURISM
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2005) Tiai gﬂuuwaamiﬁaaLﬁyaﬁmfﬁwﬁmm
FanlaafuuwrdamIviasfiedsfivae (ecotourism)
FelFaudayiuniIveifisrediefaiia
SufAnravluunassssnmaninnulaaauanizin
HiunIzaunTssuiuaznIdauiinvesflaiu
figadas meldvzuunisiansieilsfonanszny
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2001; Sustainable Tourism Cooperative Research
Centre, 2009)
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WAZRILEINNINAIUGIULATEFNY lagianz
2¢1989 Usaneaugn vaaaw wasuaWsmld
filszauanuaSalunumyiamnviasiien
gadthluszauana ﬂagﬁumsviauﬁmﬁmfﬁw
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(Higginbottom, 2004; Tisdell, 2012)
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L%wqﬂmw%mmdaﬁauﬁm MITsnuauTinsy
lugnedaquaiviestiuniefliusms usemstivanu
ﬂamumsaﬁﬂﬁlmsﬁuﬁuﬁ Hunalnfiteadous
wladanldgumiiigudesnsasaguadiaith
wazthldlugiuenineinydiuain wianusITua
Fwvasden mingurwldiudszlomiadaiusiry
quwsiaaJﬁLLmTﬁuﬁa:aﬁuawmsaﬁﬂﬁ SN
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et al., 2002; Lockwood, 2010)
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Wit (spatial planning) LR ITZRUNANTENUT D aNTY
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é?@r‘iﬂ']Lﬁa%nuwfmqaszm’wQmmwﬂs:aummﬂmm
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éwﬁmlumﬁ@msﬂs:ﬂauﬁm ﬂ’]iLLﬁdI‘liumﬂ%ﬁvuﬁ
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LLaku‘namnmmmu M3 BDNULULLERNIITIa 91N
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11 UWSIDINT UAEIIN LLa:ﬁuﬁ%ﬁuﬁ NINAUA
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ARDAIUNIIAIUANEIUNINULUALTZAULTLITUNIY
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capacity) wIafaausu1InlunisTasuldvas
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1.1.5

msnaJingldndh
fuusunyaldinuing

WILDLIFE TOURISM
IN THE CONTEXT
OF THAI SOCIETY
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\ > a @
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