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Article | “An Analytical Study of Development of Tebhiimikatha in Thai
Society” by Phramaha Somdeth Tapasilo (Srila-ngad) Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University The author proposed that : The Objectives of this Dissertation are to study
the background and the main contents of Tebhumikatha, the development of
Tebhiimikatha in Thai society, to analyze the knowledge development of Tebhiimikatha
in Thai society of each period by three steps of methodology, namely collecting data,
studying data and analyzing data. The findings indicated that the word “Tebhiimikatha”
or “Traibhum” means three realms or three worlds, namely [1] Kamabhtimi (Sensuous
realm), [2] Rapabhiimi (Form realm) and [3] Ariipabhiimi (Formless realm), it has
thirty-one worlds in details. Tebhiimikatha was divided into eleven parts; the last part
refers to the Nibbana and the Path. For the issue of development of Tebhiimikatha in
Thai society, it was seen that it was practically applied and virtually developed to Thai
society in various dimensions, namely, Buddhist arts as architectures, sculptures and
paintings, political ideas, ethics and morality, and the concept of cosmology. From the
past to the present (Sokhothai to Rattanakosin period), Tebhtimikatha is well known and
widespread throughout Thai society. It makes a great importance in the development
of Thai religious thought and practice. The knowledge of Tebhiimikatha was applied to
Thai society from generation to generation in various ways, for example, Thai Buddhist
arts, political ideas, principle of Ethics and morality cosmological concept. Even today
this will be less influenced, but it still appears in religious arts and royal cremation
ceremony, has an influence on the knowledge development of Tebhiimikatha, it has
been believed that that Sumeru mountain is the center of univers

Article II “An Analytical Study of Buddhist Principles from the Buddha’s
Footprints” by Ms. Jutarat Tonginjan Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
The author proposed that : From the research, it was found that the concept of
creation of the Buddha’s footprints was twofold: (1) the relationship between human

beings and universe and (2) the relationship between human beings and sacred places.
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Because they created the Buddha’s footprints as center of universe by drawing 108
auspicious pictures on the Buddha’s footprint, and imprinted the Buddha’s footprints
on the hill rocks which were determined as the sacred place of community. The 108
auspicious signs on the Buddha’s footprint were the symbolic pictures to explain
the three states (Ti-bhtmi), the Buddha’s characteristics and his teachings. The Buddhist
principles on the Buddha’s footprint comprised of: the threefold knowledge (Aana),
the four absorptions (Jhanas), the four sublime state of mind (Brahmaviharas), the five
precepts (Sila), the five qualities to intrepidity (Vesarajjanana), the seven factors for
enlightenment (Bojjhariga), the seven spirit endurance (VinAanadhiti), the seven noble
treasures (Ariya-dhana), The eight worldly conditions (Loka-dhamma), the nine super
mundane state (Lokuttara-dhamma), the ten unwholesome (Akusala-dhamma), and
the sixteen insight knowledge (Aana). In terms of the integration of the body of
acknowledges between the symbolic pictures and the Buddhist principles from the
Buddha’s footprint in daily lives of Thai Buddhists, they can be integrated in both of
daily lives and the meditation practice to attain the ultimate goals in Buddhism by
studying the meanings, kinds, steps of practicing and practice them with the proper
methods in their states by themselves.
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Abstract

This article gives an analysis of the three sizes of Lokathatu in Tipitaka to determine
if the objective truth about These heavenly bodies is the same or different from the
Universe. Both astronomers and academics believe that the three sizes of Lokathatu are
too abstract to be compared to the Universe. In addition, there is no definite meaning of
Lokathatu, whether it means the world or cosmos, if This is the case, the author believes
that this argument may affect Tathakatabodhisaddha which is the basis of Buddhists’ faith
in Lord Bhuddha’s enlishtenment. It is, therefore, proposed that analysis of this issue be

done using metaphysical view.

Keywords : objective truth, Tathakatabodhisaddha, metaphysical view.
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