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Preface

The course 895-720 Thai Listening and Speaking Skills was
originally an online course offered for the first time in the fiscal year
2021 to international students enrolled at Prince of Songkla University
(PSU), Hat Yai Campus, Thailand. It was financially supported by the
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla University in the category of
Online Teaching Materials Grants under the operation of the
Innovation and Inclusive Education Center (IIEC) of the Faculty which
requires peer review for initial approval of this book.

In order for learners who are PSU students to learn the course
offline, and other learners who are interested in learning the Thai
language, the content of the online course was revised for a hard copy
version. The printed version was financially supported by the Faculty
of Liberal Arts Fund in the category of Book Publishing Grants in the
fiscal year 2022 to be published and disseminated by a publisher.
Moreover, it needs to be certified by the publisher that the book has
been peer-reviewed by experts in the Thai language or related fields
from at least three educational institutions.

The book contains lessons that are considered useful for
international learners as it comprises basic sentences for practice
listening and speaking for use in everyday life, education, and work.

The content of the book covers giving personal information about
oneself and others; daily life conversation; pronunciation; listening and
speaking practice based on the given situations. The book has two
parts: Part 1 Sound systems of the Thai language and Thai phonetic
alphabet, and Part 2 Thai Listening and Speaking Skills.

Part 1 consists of three topics: the consonant sound system,
the vowel sound systems, and the Thai tonal system.

Part 2 consists of 15 lessons: Thai etiquette in communication,
Self-introduction, Family members, Body Parts and illnesses, Daily
activities and time, Home appliances, Places and directions, Shapes,
Stationery, Days of the week, Fruits, Pets, At the coffee shop, At the
restaurant, and At the bank.

Asst.Prof.Jomkwan Sudhinont (Ph.D.)
June 2025

T—
" -

L ""' g ‘l""l‘ ¥

e et T wa F

oo - -i L L I--‘

(3)

23/8/2568 16:50:34 ‘ ‘



O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd 4 23/8/2568 16:50:35




Contents

Part 1

Sound systems of the Thai language
and Thai phonetic alphabet

Page

1 The consonant sound system il

1.1 Initial consonants

1.1.1 Initial voiceless unaspirated
plosive consonants

1.1.2 Initial voiceless aspirated 5
plosive consonants based on
places of articulation

1.1.3 Initial voiced unaspirated 7
plosive consonants

1.1.4 Initial nasal consonants 8

1.1.5 Initial voiced lateral/lateral 9
approximant consonant

1.1.6 Initial trill consonant 9

1.1.7 Initial fricative consonants 10

1.1.8 Initial semivowel consonants 11

_____
........
.......

lllll
.......

e, (5)

L] L
L I IR I R R '.
. e .
T T T

‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd 5 23/8/2568 16:50:35 ‘ ‘




Contents

1.2 Initial consonant clusters

1.2.1 Initial consonant clusters
containing a trill consonant

1.2.2 Initial consonant clusters
containing a voiced lateral/lateral
approximant consonant

1.2.3 Initial consonant clusters
containing a semivowel consonant

1.3 Final consonants

1.3.1 Final voiceless unaspirated stop
consonants
1.3.2 Final nasal consonants

1.3.3 Final semivowel consonants

2 Vowel sound systems

2.1 Short monophthongs and long
monophthongs

2.1.1 Short front monophthongs and
long front monophthongs
2.1.2 Short mid-back monophthongs and
long mid-back monophthongs
2.1.3 Short back monophthongs and long
back monophthongs
2.2 Diphthongs

(6)

AN e

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 6

Page

12
12

14

15

16
16

18
19

20
20

21
22

24

- ®
llllll

.........

---------

. ® ¥
.......
.....
a u & @

- =

- - 8 B
_________
-----
++++++



Contents

3 Thai tonal system

3.1 Level tones
3.1.1 The low tone

3.1.2 The mid tone

3.1.3 The high tone
3.2 Contour tones

3.2.1 The falling tone

3.2.2 Therising tone

Part 2

Thai Listening and Speaking Skills

1 Thai etiquette in communication
Introduction

Vocabulary

Sentence patterns

Dialogues

Concluding Remarks

Exercises

SO YT ETRETNTE

Key to the exercises

=E g g
P

- -

®

.....

''''''''''
........
.........

. & &
= "o * = .
""""""""""""""" -l
e

' N - w

L L N

-----
'''''
U -
L T

27
27
27
28
29
30
30
31

33
35
36
39
40
44
44
45

(7)

23/8/2568 16:50:35 ‘ ‘



Contents

2 Self-introduction
Self-Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogues
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

™ ¢ o B D

Key to the exercises

3 Family members
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

N 1 B B

Key to the exercises

(8)
- [ 1]

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 8

Page

47
49
50
53
55
58
59
60

61
63
63
70
73
76
78
80

a @

T
I.-.
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
JJJJJ
......
- = &

...........

llll

* s = =
iiiiiii

_______

a = =
--------

.......

...........



Contents

q Body parts and illnesses
Introduction
Vocabulary

. Sentence patterns

. Concluding Remarks

1.
2.
3
4. Dialogue
5
6. Exercises
7

. Key to the exercises

5 Daily activities and time
Introduction
Vocabulary

Sentence patterns
Dialogues
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

N E

Key to the exercises

=E g g
P

- -

®

.....

''''''''''
........
.........

. & &
= "o * = .
""""""""""""""" -l
e

' N - w

L L N

Page

83
85
85
90
92
93
93
94

95
97
97
103
105
108
108
110

(9)

23/8/2568 16:50:35 ‘ ‘



Contents

6 Home appliances
. Introduction
. Vocabulary

. Sentence patterns

1
2
3
4. Dialogue
5. Concluding Remarks
6. Exercises
7

. Key to the exercises

7 Places and directions
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogues
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

Nl mlWIN =

Key to the exercise

(10)

. VAN

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 10

Page

113
115
115
120
123
124
125
128

133
135
135
142
144
146
146
145

a @

T
I.-.
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
JJJJJ
......
- = &

...........

llll

* s = =
iiiiiii

_______

a = =
--------

.......

...........



Contents

8 Shapes

Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

T 9 9 HF §NF

Key to the exercises

9 Stationery
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

S L L - N B A

Key to the exercise

=E g g
P

- -

®

.....

''''''''''
........
.........

. & &
= "o * = .
""""""""""""""" -l
e

' N - w

L L N

Page

149
151
151
156
157
159
159
160

163
165
165
169
170
172
173
174

(11)

23/8/2568 16:50:35 ‘ ‘



Contents

10 Days of the week
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

PO )N =

Key to the exercises

11  Fruits

Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogues
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

Jan B prai prany ey i KON

Key to the exercises

(12)

. VAN

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 12

Page

175
177
177
179
180
184
185
187

189
191
192
197
199
205
206
207

a @

T
I.-.
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
JJJJJ
......
- = &

...........

llll

* s = =
iiiiiii

_______

a = =
--------

.......

...........



Contents

12  Pets

Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogues
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

Nl R - i« S A |

Key to the exercises

13 At the café
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

Al AR A~ il O O |

Key to the exercises

=E g g
P

- -

®

.....

''''''''''
........
.........

. & &
= "o * = .
""""""""""""""" -l
e

' N - w

L L N

Page

209
211
212
216
218
222
223
224

227
229
229
234
235
237
237
238

(13)

23/8/2568 16:50:36 ‘ ‘



® Contents

14 At the restaurant
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

N o jon i =

Key to the exercise

15 At the bank
Introduction
Vocabulary
Sentence patterns
Dialogue
Concluding Remarks

Exercises

S o o Bl e

Key to the exercise

(14)

. VAN

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 14

241
243
244
248
249
251
252
253

255
257
258
264
265
267
271
272

a @

T
I.-.
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
JJJJJ
......
- = &

...........

llll

* s = =
iiiiiii

_______

a = =
--------

.......

...........



10

11

12

List of tables

Initial voiceless unaspirated plosive
consonants based on places of articulation
Thai words containing an initial voiceless
unaspirated plosive consonant

Initial voiceless aspirated plosive consonants
based on places of articulation

Thai words containing an initial voiceless
aspirated plosive consonant

Initial voiced unaspirated plosive consonants
based on places of articulation

Thai words containing an initial voiced
unaspirated plosive consonant

Initial nasal consonants based on places of
articulation

Thai words containing an initial nasal

consonant
Initial voiced lateral/lateral approximant

consonants based on places of articulation
Thai words containing an initial voiced
lateral/lateral approximant consonant

Initial trill consonants based on places
of articulation

Thai words containing an initial trill
consonant

Initial fricative consonants based on
places of articulation

R \

10
10

10

(15)

23/8/2568 16:50:36 ‘ ‘



Table
14

15
16
17
18

19

20

21

22
23
24

25

(16)

List of tables

Thai words containing an initial fricative
consonant

Initial semivowel consonants based on places
of articulation

Thai words containing an initial semivowel
consonant

Initial consonant clusters containing a trill
consonant based on places of articulation
Thai words with an initial consonant cluster
containing a trill consonant

Initial consonant clusters containing a voiced
lateral/lateral approximant consonant based
on places of articulation

Thai words with an initial consonant cluster
containing a voiced lateral/lateral
approximant consonant

Initial consonant clusters containing a
semivowel consonant based on places of
articulation

Thai words with an initial consonant cluster
containing a semivowel consonant

Final voiceless unaspirated stop consonants
based on places of articulation

Thai words containing an initial voiceless
unaspirated stop consonant

Final nasal consonants based on places of
articulation

=
®
= - - ¥
-|
- ‘i‘ili UL R - e w
. - ® o w ®
'."...u-’i- . "'.*-*- =

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 16

Page
11

11
12
13
13

14

14

15

16

17




Table
26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

=E g g
P

L -
......
L] -
......
W
.........
] " e
............

- o oa
.......
..........

VAT

L " =

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Thai words with a final nasal consonant

Final semivowel consonants based on places
of articulation

Thai words containing a final semivowel
consonant

Short front monophthongs and long front
monophthongs

Thai words with a short front monophthong
and Thai words with a long front
monophthong

Short mid-back monophthongs and long mid-

back monophthongs

Thai words containing a short mid-back
monophthong and Thai words containing a
long mid-back monophthong

Short back monophthongs and long back
monophthongs

Thai words containing a short back
monophthong and Thai words containing a
long back monophthong

Diphthongs

Thai words containing a diphthong

Thai words containing the low tone

Thai words containing the mid tone

Thai words containing the high tone

Thai words containing the falling tone

Thai words containing the rising tone

21

21

23

23

24

25

26
27
28
29
29
31
31

(17)

23/8/2568 16:50:36 ‘ ‘



References

Pretest and Posttest
Key to the Pretest and Posttest

Author

- " - .
‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd 18 23/8/2568 16:50:36



Part 1

toon.thii.nwn

AAUN 1




O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd 2 23/8/2568 16:50:36




I[.-
+++++
I

Py
" w
a

nnnnnn
+++++

el VAR

N

¥ =

lllllll
- L]

=
LI

Sound systems of the Thai language
and Thai phonetic alphabet

Thai is a monosyllabic language in which tones
influence the meaning of the word. If a word with the
same initial consonant sound but pronounced with
different tones, the meanings are different. For

example, the word ¥1 [maa] is a verb which means

«come” in English. When the word is pronounced #un

[maa] it is a noun which means «a dog”in English.

The example of how the word with the same initial
consonant /m/ and the vowel /aa; pronounced with a
different tone conveys a different meaning is the reason
why it is necessary for learners of the Thai language to
know the sound system and phonetic alphabet of the
Thai language. The knowledge can help learners to
distinguish different sounds of the Thai language which
is important for successful communication with Thai
speakers.

According to Naksakun (2013), there are three
sound systems in the Thai language: consonant sounds,
vowel sounds and tonal sounds. The places of
articulation are as follows.

3
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1. The consonant sound system

The consonant sound system of the Thai language
consists of three systems:the initial consonants, initial

clusters and final consonants.

1.1 Initial consonants

The initial consonantis always accompanied by a
vowel sound. There are eight types of initial consonant
sounds as follows.

1.1.1 Initial voiceless unaspirated plosive
consonants

There are five initial voiceless unaspirated
plosive consonants, of which the places of articulation are
shown in the following tables.

Table 1 Initial voiceless unaspirated plosive consonants
based on places of articulation

No. Bilabial Behtal Palatal Velar Glottal
/Alveolar

1 /p-/

2 /t-/

3 /c-/

4 /k-/

5 /?-/ ;_'.'_'.‘.'_'
4 T R,

s = ¥® - ¥ u
- % "i'..'. N '.'_-.... = 1.‘.'
JE— s # - .
CHL T P L B S

‘ ‘ O00000000000000000000000000 0.0000000 000000000.indd - 4 23/8/2568 16:50:37 ‘ ‘



...........
.....................

Examples of Thai words with initial voiceless
unaspirated plosive consonants are shown in the

following Table 2.

Table 2 Thai words containing an initial voiceless
unaspirated plosive consonant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription  Meaning
1 /p/  pet - duck
2 /] taw 1‘ turtle
3 /c-/  cin.cok lizard
4 /k-/  kaa crow
5 [?-/  ?wn.?aan & bullfrog

1.1.2 Initial

voiceless aspirated plosive consonants

based on places of articulation

There

=E g g
]

L -
......
L] -
..........
.......
...........
--------------
------------------
- .
iiiiii
'''''''''''''''

are four initial voiceless aspirated

plosive consonants, of which the places of articulation
are shown in the following Table 3.

5

VAT
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Table 3 Initial voiceless aspirated plosive consonants
based on places of articulation

No. Bilabial Dental Alveolar Palatal Velar

/ph-/

/th-/
/ch-/

B WINBR=

/kh-/

Examples of Thai words containing an initial
voiceless aspirated plosive consonant are shown in the
following Table 4.

Table 4 Thai words containing an initial voiceless
aspirated plosive consonant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription =~ Meaning
)
1 /ph-/  phuin s bee
|
——
2 /th-/ thon flag
S
3 /ch-/ chaan elephant
4 /kh-/ khaj egg )

- EE
5

- @
---------

........

6 - = L]

- T T L I T B
- e o F B e

.
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1.1.3 Initial voiced unaspirated plosive consonants

There are two initial voiced unaspirated plosive

consonants, of which the places of articulation are shown
in the following Table 5.

Table 5 Initial voiced unaspirated plosive consonants based
on places of articulation

No. Bilabial Dental Alveolar
1 /b-/
2 /d-/

Examples of Thai words containing an initial
voiced unaspirated plosive consonant are shown in the
following Table 6.

Table 6 Thai words containing an initial voiced
unaspirated plosive consonant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription = Meaning
1 /b-/ baan %/i" home
]
2 /d-/  daaw - ”‘“’“ A\ star
/ AN

. 7
- e .
n . - E S
. _-'. ~ ‘l*-!*.' .
L . L - ‘_'_i ®
e T e

23/8/2568 16:50:37 ‘ ‘



1.1.4 Initial nasal consonants

There are three initial nasal consonants, of
which the places of articulation are shown in the
following Table 7.

Table 7 Initial nasal consonants based on places of

articulation
No. Bilabial Dental Alveolar Velar
1 /m-/
2 /n-/
3 /n-/

Examples of Thai words containing an initial
nasal consonant are shown in the following Table 8.

Table 8 Thai words containing an initial nasal consonant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning
1 /m-/  maa horse
2 /n-/ nlu rat
3 /n/ nuu VY snake
\‘.‘.’p

8

®
L] L L]
-|
s =
l'.‘-i LI "1,‘ - e
- ® o ®
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1.1.5 Initial voiced lateral/lateral approximant
consonant

There is only one initial voiced lateral/lateral
approximant consonant, of which the place of articulation
is shown in the following Table 9.

Table 9 Initial voiced lateral/lateral approximant
consonant based on the place of articulation

No. Dental alveolar

1 /I-/

An example of a Thai word with the initial voiced

lateral/lateral approximant consonant is shown in the
following Table 10.

Table 10 Thai word containing the initial voiced
lateral/lateral approximant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning

1 /I-/ lin ‘ monkey

1.1.6 Initial trill consonant

There is only one initial trill consonant, of which
the place of articulation is shown in the following Table 11.

* =

* s
* -|l.l|-.-|.‘I - "‘I-“‘I-I"i.I| ‘1‘ ‘l\ ‘\
" & ..
¥ L[] - -
L L N
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Table 11 Initial trill consonant based on the place of

articulation
No. Dental alveolar
1 /r-/

An example of a Thai word containing the
initial trill consonant is shown in the following Table 12.

Table 12 Thai word containing the initial trill consonant

No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning
1 /r-/ rwa et boat

1.1.7 Initial fricative consonants

There are three initial fricative consonants, of
which the places of articulation are shown in the following

Table 13.
Table 13 Initial fricative consonants based on places of

articulation

No. Labiodental Dental alveolar Glottal

[t/

/s-/
/h-/

W N =

Examples of Thai words containing an initial
fricative consonant are shown in the following Table 14.
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Table 14 Thai words containing an initial fricative

consonant
No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning
¢,
1 [/ faaj / ) cotton

2 /s-/ siw °‘: ‘4%- pimple

3 /h-/ hiip casket

1.1.8 Initial semivowel consonants

There are two initial semivowel consonants, of
which the places of articulation are shown in the following
Table 15.

Table 15 Initial semivowel consonants based on places of
articulation

No. Labiodental Palatal Velar
1 /w-/ (/w-/)
2 /i-/
Examples of Thai words containing an initial

semivowel consonant are shown in the following Table 16.

=E g g
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Table 16 Thai words containing an initial semivowel

consonant
No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning
. VA :
1 /w-/ waw év kite
e\
2 /i-/ jak P giant
V1%

1.2 Initial consonant clusters

Initial consonant clusters are two initial consonant
sounds with a vowel that blend them when pronounced.
An initial consonant cluster is always accompanied by a
vowel. There are eight initial consonant clusters in the Thai
language as follows.

1.2.1 Initial consonant clusters containing a trill
consonant

There are five initial consonant clusters
containing a trill consonant based on the places of
articulation as shown in the following Table 17.

a
T . .'. .
12 ..... g & ¥ _®

L L LI

. w BB o @ m = ™ o m ® Fo

. g & ® ll- - ® B l‘_F. s @& @&

LI O e L L
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Table 17 Initial consonant clusters containing a trill
consonant based on places of articulation

No. Bilabial Dental Alveolar Velar
1 /pr-/
2 /phr-/
3 [tr-/
4 /kr-/
5 /khr-/

Examples of Thai words with an initial consonant
cluster containing a trill consonant are shown in the
following Table 18.

Table 18 Thai words with an initial consonant cluster

containing a trill consonant
No. Initial Phonetic Transcription Meaning
1 /pr-/ pra.tuu door
2 /phr-/  phra = monk
5
3 /tr-/ traa.chuu & A VAN balance
) 4 /kr-/ kruaj cone
- 5 /khr-/  khraap stain
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