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Patronage of Thai Silk
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Her Majesty Queen Sirikit first began accompanying His Majesty King Bhumibol
to visit Their people in 1955. She was enchanted by the silk woven by local artisans,
whose weaving skills have been passed on from generation to generation. She realized
the aesthetics of Thai silk would be unknown if it was not promoted and that the art and

weaving techniques would be lost if not actively conserved.
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I’ve been visiting people everywhere in Thailand because I always accompany the King. I found
that the Thai people, near or far, are artistic. Villagers weave beautiful, patterned Thai silk. They design
the patterns and colors themselves. I respect them for conserving the art of Thai silk weaving. They didn'’t

go to art school but the art is within them.
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In 1963, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit established the Ban Khao Tao weaving center at the Khao Tao
Village of Hua Hin in Prachuapkhirikhan province. It was the first career development center for Thai
cloth weaving. In 1976, She founded the Arts and Crafts Center under the Royal patronage of Her
Majesty Queen Sirikit to develop and promote Thai silk to domestic and international audiences. She
bought beautiful, unique Thai silk from villagers and tailored them to create Her professional attire,

cocktail dresses, gowns, hats, shoes, and luggage. She was a role model in promoting Thai cloth.
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Thai Cloth Weaving
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Thai cloth is woven by simple looms
made by local people. They usually make
cotton or silk, using the same techniques
passed on from generation to generation. The
patterns vary from the simple to the complex.
Common techniques include pulling threads
unevenly to create patterns as well as tie-
dying. Each region of Thailand has developed
its own techniques based on its own
traditions and purposes for the cloth. They
use it to make sarongs, scarves, bedsheets,

bags, and flags.
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On the auspicious occasion of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s 90" Birthday Anniversary on August
12, 2022, the Royal Thai Government established August 12" as National Thai Cloth Day. The
purpose of this day is to pay respect to Her Majesty Queen Sirikit for revitalizing and promoting Thai
silk. The Ministry of Culture and its provincial offices collaborated with local organizations to choose
the best Thai cloth. The cloth should demonstrate uniqueness and reflect the local wisdom,
traditions, lifestyle, and history of its place of origin. To honor Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, the Ministry

of Culture chose a variety of Thai cloth to represent each region of Thailand.



